
Set Your Minds on Things Above 

 
Welcome/ Introduction by Pastor 
 

Colossians 3:2   Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
 
Choir Anthem:  Be Thou My Vision  

 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart  
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart 
Blessed Redeemer, my Treasure Thou art. 
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won! 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whate’er befall 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Be thou my Light when I walk through the night. 

 
 

Set your minds on things above when you hear God’s Law 
The Ten Commandments 

 
“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again” (2 Corinthians 5:14).  
Confirmands, as you navigate through new challenges in life and as you grow in 
your faith, remember to set your minds on things above by keeping God’s law--the 
Ten Commandments. While these commandments continually show us our sin 
and our need for a Savior, in our walk of faith they also provide us with direction 
as we serve God and our neighbors. In Christ you are a new creation. You have 
been given a new heart, which loves to do what God commands. As we are 
reminded in Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” All this is keeping with 
the new command Jesus gives you in John 13:34, which summarizes and guides 
your keeping of these Ten Commandments, “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Set your minds on things 
above by continuing to love and trust in him, gladly obeying what he commands. 



 
Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep his statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do his will. 
 

Make me to walk in your commands - ‘Tis a delightful road - 
Nor let me head or heart or hands offend against my God.   (CW 462  v. 1, 4) 

 
 

Set your minds on things above as you confess your faith 
The Creed 

 
Paul writes in Romans 10: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your 
faith and are saved.” As we set our minds on things above we focus on the Triune 
God.  Each week in worship we confess our faith by stating that God the Father 
created the world and continues to provide for us and protect us every day.  God 
the Son came to earth, born of a virgin, lived a perfect life for us and then suffered 
death on the cross so that you and I could be saved.  He rose from the dead, 
proving his victory over death and then returned to heaven where he still rules at 
the right hand of His Father.  God the Holy Spirit gives us faith and continues to 
strengthen that faith through the Word and Sacraments.  I invite you to join me 
now in confessing that faith with the words of the Apostles Creed: 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, Great Jehovah, Three in One! 
Glory, glory while eternal ages run.  (CW 239 v. 1) 

 
 

Set your minds on things above when you pray 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Lord invites us to come to him in prayer.  Through the psalmist God says, “Call upon me in the 
day of trouble.  I will deliver you and you will honor me” (Psalm 50:15).  We know life can be difficult, and 
times can be trying.  But the Apostle Peter encourages us, not only in such times, but at all times: 
“Cast all your anxieties on Him because He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7).  Our Savior, too, humbly invites 
us: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). With the 
Lord’s Prayer, Jesus provides us the perfect template of what our prayers should include – praise 
and thanks, as well as our confession and requests.  God promises to hear us, and he will answer 
our prayers in the way that he knows is best.  Let’s all join in praying the prayer he taught us: 

 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Come, my soul with ev’ry care; Jesus loves to answer prayer. 
He himself bids you to pray and will never turn away. 
 

You are coming to a king- large petitions with you bring, 
For his grace and pow’r are such, None can ever ask too much. 
 

While I am a pilgrim here, Let your love my spirit cheer. 
As my guide, my guard, my friend, Lead me to my journey’s end.  (CW 409  v. 1, 2, 5) 

 
 
  



Set your minds on things above as you use the Keys 
Keys & Confession 

 
Paul tells the Christians in Colossi: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
(Colossians 3:12-14). As we come to God’s house for worship and confess our sins, we know that 
our sins are forgiven through the “Public Use of the Keys.” Here God’s called servant 
pronounces his grace and forgiveness to you and all believers in Christ.  As the love of Christ 
dwells in us through the forgiveness that he has won, that love overflows in how we treat 
others.  When others sin against you, you hold the power and the right to forgive them, given 
to you by Jesus as part of His church on earth. Luther refers to this power as the “Use of the 
Keys”. In the book of John, chapter 20, we are told: “Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.’”. 

 
May the mind of Christ my Savior live in me from day to day, 
By his love and pow’r inspiring, All I do or say. 
 

May I run the race before me, Strong and brave to face the foe. 
Looking only unto Jesus as I onward go. 
 

May his spirit live within me, As I seek the lost to win, 
And may they forget the channel, seeing only him.   (CW 467 v. 1, 5, 6) 

 
 

Set your minds on things above as you use the Means of Grace 
The Gospel in Word and Sacraments  

 
We are told in Hebrews 10:24-25: “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  The Holy Spirit 
works through the Means of Grace to bless you with God’s gifts, and to create and strengthen 
faith.  Set your minds on things above, dear confirmands, by making regular use of the 
worship opportunities that your church extends you, allowing your souls to be nourished 
through the hearing of God’s Word, preached by your pastors, and by partaking often in the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. In it you receive the blessings of forgiveness of sins, life in 
Christ and the assurance of eternal salvation.  These blessings have been yours since your 
baptism.  But now, communing with your brothers and sisters in Christ, Jesus gives to you his 
very body and blood, in, with and under the bread and wine, for the forgiveness of your sins.  
In partaking of this Supper, you join all of God’s Church in proclaiming Jesus’ death until He 
comes again in glory.   

 



O Lord, let this, your little flock, Your name alone confessing,  
Continue in your loving care, True unity possessing,  
Your sacraments, O Lord, And your saving Word 
To us e’er pure retain, Grant that they may remain 
Our only strength and comfort.   (CW 536 v. 2) 

 
 
 
Sermon: Acts 2:21 
 

Salvation Simplified 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering 
 

“Since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 
the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”   

2 Corinthians 8:7 
 
 

Recognition of Confirmation 
 
M:   Over the past two weeks the confirmands have been examined and have made their promises 

before God.    At this time we will pause to include the blessing given to each of the students 
following their confirmation. 

 
Video Compilation 

  
M:  Almighty God, in Baptism you made these brothers and sisters members of the body of your 

dear Son, Jesus Christ. You washed them by his blood, buried them with him in his death, and 
gave them a new life in his resurrection. Renew them by the Holy Spirit, which you have poured 
out on them generously through Jesus Christ our Savior. Let them live out their lives as heirs of 
eternal life. Lead them to serve your Church in holiness and righteousness all their days.    

 
 



Class Hymn:  Day by Day 
 

Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,  
Bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 
Day by day, the blessings, Lord you send me  
Draw me nearer to my heavenly goal. 
Love divine, beyond all mortal measure,  
Brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure,  
Where at last, I’ll find eternal rest. 
 
Day by day, I know you will provide me  
Strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 
I will seek your loving will to guide me  
O’er the paths I struggle day by day. 
I will fear no evil of the morrow;  
I will trust in your enduring grace. 
Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow;  
Till in glory I behold your face. 
 
Oh, what joy to know that you are near me  
When my burdens grow to great to bear;  
Oh what joy to know that you will hear me  
When I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 
Day by day, no matter what betide me, 
You will hold me ever in your hand. 
Savior, with your presence here to guide me,  
I will reach at last the promised land. 

 
M: Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood. Accept this 

invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s Table as a 
precious privilege given you by God through his Church; receive this Sacrament thankfully and 
often. The almighty and most merciful God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit— bless and keep 
you.   

 
Choir Anthem:  Go in the Grace of the Lord 
 

Go in the grace of the Lord. Walk in the ways of His Word. 
Stand in the strength of his promises and believe in your heart they are true. 
Sit at the feet of the Savior. Pray in the power of the Spirit. 
Rise and run the race with patience, and go in the grace of the Lord. 
Go in hope, God’s hope. Go in peace, God’s peace. 
Go in joy, everlasting joy, as you live in the fullness of his love. 
Go in the grace of the Lord. 
 



Anyone not planning to partake of the Lord’s Supper is dismissed. 
 
 
 
 

Holy Communion 

 
During COVID-19, extra precautions must be made in order for us to distribute the Lord’s Supper in safe way.  
Obviously that means that our Communion practice will have to be different from the ways it was in the past.  

How we will go about this will be told you here before we begin. 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he empowered his Church to be 
witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth.  Now have come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

C:  Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you.  
I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation. 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  Amen. 



C:  O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

Communicants will be invited forward by households.  We ask that if you are standing in 
line that you maintain at least a 6 foot distance between yourselves and other households. 

 
 

 
After the Distribution, the congregation stands for the words of blessing and the closing prayer. 

 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 
 

 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful  

people, and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 


